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 Druin, Brockhill Road, West Malvern WR14 4DL 

Tel. 01684 561316 mcf12@icloud.com 

       

 

 January 2020 

Dear Members, 

 

Happy New Year to you all. 

 

2019 saw another successful year for our society with strong membership, an interesting and varied 

lecture programme, enjoyable visits and the continued good work of our heritage volunteers.   

As you know, Christine Sutton does a splendid job looking after the membership and has kept up our 

numbers again this year (which is no small achievement given the fall in numbers in some societies 

in the West Mercia area and a decline of 2% in membership nationally). We are fully subscribed but 

please reassure anyone who wants to join us that they will not have to wait for years to get in as 

some of us did! 

Libby Allen is exploring the possibility of helping young carers this year through an organisation that 

supports those aged 10 to 18 whose lives are restricted by looking after family members who are ill 

or disabled.  The plan is to use our Young Arts Grant to support a local group of young carers to 

access the pottery making facilities at Easton Castle Potteries to give them some respite. 

In July, at the invitation of Sally Ziesler,  I visited the work that is currently underway at Hellens 

House to produce a Bayeux style tapestry of the history of the house from 1066 to the present day.  I 

have to say I was very impressed with the design and execution of the work being done which is two 

years into a five-year project.  At Hartlebury Castle, where Lindsay Kontarines and others have been 

stitching away, the last of the chair covers have been finished and are with the upholsterers.  

Many of you will have been on at least one of Maggi Harriss’ excellently organised visits.  The three-

day visit to Exeter, was a great success and blessed with good weather. As well as the Cathedral, 

other delights were Isle Abbotts Church, Hestercombe Gardens and Powderham Castle (where we 

encountered her ladyship, looking, it has to be said, very fit, having a birthday yoga session on the 

terrace and she couldn’t have been more welcoming!).  The tour of Monmouthshire churches led by 

Tim Bridges was very well received and those who went to Hatton Grange and Millichope Park were 

treated like house guests by the owners of both properties.   

The fans of the overseas visits, arranged so well by John Gregory, will be looking forward to the trip 

to Berlin in October.   

The calendar year was rounded off with a splendid Christmas Special, meticulously organised by 

Hilary Winter.  The 75 members who attended enjoyed a fascinating talk on “Christmas in Russia” 

(learning about Grandfather Frost in Russian folklore) before tucking in to an excellent meal thanks 

to Anna Paisley and her team. 
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The success of any organisation rests on the contributions of those willing to serve others and take a 

lead on the various functions that keep a society running smoothly.    I would like to thank the 

members of the Committee for all the work they do on your behalf.  There will inevitably be a few 

retirements over the coming years and I would urge any of you who would be interested in joining 

us on the committee to approach either myself or the person running the area in which you might 

be keen to get involved.  To this end I attach a photograph of the current team so you will know 

whom to approach! 

 

Back row: Christine Sutton, Membership Secretary; Maggi Harriss, Visits; Martin Frayn, Chairman; Libby Allen, Young 

Arts, Ian Carmichael, Programme Secretary; John Gregory, Vice-Chairman and Overseas Visits; 

Front row: Fiona Boult, Secretary, Paul Seymour, Treasurer; Lindsay Kontarines, Heritage Volunteers and Hilary Winter, 

Special Interest Days. 

Not shown: Christina Denny, Church Recording and Peter Portch, Website and Equipment. 

Best wishes to one and all for 2020. 

 


